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survived for long the wrath of those who were
bent upon destroying him, and the imputation
that he had accepted money frc5m a Catholic
power, imported a Catholic Queen into a Prot-
estant country, and married his daughter to the
heir-presumptive.

Nevertheless, in the early part of his reign
Charles could not do without him ; he knew it,
and so did Hyde. For the experience of foreign
Courts and foreign rulers had taught Charles
little of any value for the special task before him,
unless it was that no man can be trusted, and that
compromise and procrastination are convenient
ways of averting crises. A king, he soon dis-
covered, is only a controlling force in the elaborate
mechanism of the State. The machine had run
for twenty years -without him and it was still
running when he came back to it ; it was not in
his power to stop or seriously to alter its move-
ment. His Restoration, in fact, had not inter-
rupted the continuity of domestic and foreign
affairs. In the beginning, therefore, he left
everything to the Chancellor and coldly supported
his administration, though he was growing steadily
to regard him as an encumbrance and a bore.

But although Charles looked forward to a time
when he would govern without let or hindrance,
he knew that such an ambition could neither be